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ALCOHOL-RELATED HARM AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

157. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
Can the minister please update the house on progress being made with measures aimed at responding to alcohol-
related harm and antisocial behaviour across Western Australia?  

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
Just before I answer the member’s question, I welcome the year 6 students from Mount Barker Community 
College. The parents and teachers are in the gallery today. I welcome them and hope they have a fun-filled day 
in the state Parliament.  
I thank the member for Alfred Cove for the question. Over the time I have been minister, the government has 
very much adopted a targeted strategy to deal with alcohol-related harm and antisocial behaviour and all the 
issues that go with it. We have tried not to apply a heavy-handed blanket control. We have tried to target the 
troubled areas. Some initiatives have included prohibition orders for the worst offenders, including serious 
glassing assaults.  
Ms M.M. Quirk: How many have been issued?  
Mr T.K. WALDRON: About 146 have been issued, member. How is that for a quick answer? Also, 585 barring 
notices have been issued, which is when people are given time “on the bench”, if we like, to reconsider what 
they have done so they do not offend in the future. There has been a strong voluntary take-up of the tempered 
glassware initiative, which we worked on with the industry. It has probably surpassed what we thought would 
happen. As a result of the implementation of the section 175 alcohol bans, 16 Aboriginal communities that have 
no liquor outlet now have safer environments for their families, and two more of those are on the go. Last year I 
reported to Parliament the latest strategy aimed at reducing alcohol-related harm; that is, liquor restricted 
premises. Under that strategy, the owner or lessee of a home or unit can apply to have their residence alcohol-
free. So far, 187 private residences have been declared liquor-restricted premises—87 in the Kimberley, about 45 
in the Pilbara and another 55 right around the state. The feedback so far is really positive, with residents saying 
that banning liquor in their houses has made a big difference to the health and safety of themselves and their 
family.  
The Drug and Alcohol Office has conducted a survey in Kununurra and Wyndham, where we have had issues. 
The feedback relating to the restricted premises up there has been really encouraging. I will not go through it all 
but there is a high level of community awareness of these restricted premises. The respondents believe that the 
people in the houses have experienced a real change and there has been a real change in the community’s 
attitude. It has created a network of safe houses, which I think is really important. Hospital staff have seen the 
benefits, with its associated problems. It is empowering the citizens themselves to restrict alcohol on their 
property, reducing harm from alcohol. The Department for Child Protection and Family Support has reported 
that restricted-premises legislation has provided the workers with an alcohol-free environment in which to place 
at-risk children, which I think is really important.  

In closing, the latest development with this initiative, which members would have read about in the paper last 
week, is a state housing unit complex in Meekatharra. That town is the first in the state to have the common 
ground of this complex declared liquor-restricted. Each unit applied individually, and when that happened, the 
department applied to restrict the common ground. Liquor is restricted in a whole area. Police in Meekatharra 
have reported that there have been no complaints of disruptive behaviour at those units since 1 April this year, 
when this initiative commenced. A similar application is underway for the common ground of a complex in 
Carnarvon, which has had lots of issues. The member for North West Central was a big supporter of this 
initiative when it was first implemented.  
I firmly believe that the government needs to continue with this strategy. It is starting to show the results, and we 
remain committed to making a difference in this area.  
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